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Retracing a prlson break |
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FEastern State Penitentiary is offering a look at a tunnel used in a 1945 escape.

y Mari A.

By Schacfer
INQUIRER STAPF WRITER

officials, archaeologists, and vis-
itors heir irst clear look yester-
day at the secret tunnel dug by
prisoners and used in a daring
1945 escan
erybody is curious about
tunnels,” said Rebecca Yamin,
o aehaacgi it o ML
ociates.
associated with [inmate] ilie

utton,
Who'was sentenced 10 Bt
years for the machine-gun rob-

Doty of the Com Exchange
Bank and Trust Co. in Philadel-
phia, had claimed credit for the

el

Yesterday, Yamin, who helped
excavate the tunnel, and other
onlogkers were e
whitthe Rovwer_inspection
crgdér might di

carch for the tunnel,

is
e narvow, Atoerhigh hole
was started in cellblock seven
by inmates Clarence Klinedinst,
aprison plaster worker and is

mate,

g usin had in-
i cans for more than a

entrance was hidden behind a

later, it was pushed into an
apenig of 8 sewer found inthe

"W didnt know how the
.ﬂgnmem went actoss the
e dids

wlwed or i oy ot
was still of

auger was brought in to

dig 2 10foot hle 1 the tunnel

a smaller camera was low-

the hol before sending in the

robot ooks very simpl.
You dont need decoraions

planks used to shore up the tun-
nel Reconds ndicate that every-
thing had been removed. Yester-
day, the group hoped to find evi-
dence of the lighting system the
inmates used.
s thas o siriog? I ooks ke
ire,” said Yamin, eyeing the
images on the moitor

‘The planks and wires could

clearly n as the Rovve
climbed over a mound of dirt
in the

and down an incline. But,
light bulbs the team hoped to

find were not there.
“It is amazing it has held up
all this time,” Kelley said of the
61-yearold, arch-shaped tunnel,
ugeum pluns toseal

which the m
after this explorat
it

the prison's Web
The prison, set on 11 acres of

tunnel used by
12 inmates to
escape the
Philadelphia
prison on April
3,1945.

" Eastom Stte Pententary

what was then farmland, was

built with a_state-of-the-art

plumbing system, sewers and
ntrally heated cells.

iecture inspred the

design for more than 300 other

prisons throughout the world,
and tourists flocked to Philadel-
phia in the 1830s and 1840s to

View the priscn, the prisons
Web site says.
ne of the more famous in-

mates, Al Capone, decorated his |
cell with anti
paintings_during his eight- |
T necs of repars in 197,
Eastern State closed. It was pur.
chased by the city in 1980, and
in 1994,

ment of the prison_escape.
Tielve local actors dressed as
prisoners in blue work shirts
and striped pants introduced
themselves to the crow

, how ya' doin'?” said Phil-

cobson, who played Willie
Sutton, complete with a swag-
ger. “T'm the only one here who

eane?”

in minutes the 12 were
of, dodging tralc along Fair
mount Avenue. After the escap-
ees were captured by police,
they were returned to the crowd

t the tun-
nes consiucton and what hap-
‘pened after they broke free. ||

o
sif
4
2
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